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UPCOMING EVENTS

Next HAB General Meeting

Date:

November 1, 2025

TIME::

10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

WHERE:
The Library for the Blind
402 Kapahulu Ave.

Honolulu, HI 96815

Hawai’i Association of the Blind Presents

THE Pearlridge Walking Club

Let’s make 2025 about the year of moving more!

WHEN:



Every Tuesday

TIME:

3:00pm - 5:00pm

WHERE:
Pearlridge Shopping Center in ‘Aiea.

Make Handi Van pick-ups and drop-offs at the floor level of “Uptown Pearlridge” near the front
entrance, near Genki Sushi.

Assemble at the Food Court.

WHAT:

Walk around Pearlridge second floor level; from Macy’s to Ross.

GOALS:

1. Get your heart pumping!

2. Socialize with friends

3. Improve your cane skills and navigation
4. Use your senses

5. Optional shopping help and support.
Bonus - food court, candy samples

6. Learn some Hawaiian Language from Kalina!

Liability Disclaimer:

All participants are responsible for their own safety throughout the event. Hawaii Association of
the Blind shall not assume any liability



resulting in injury or death.

RSVP:

Let us know if you will come or if you have questions. Call or text Kalina Takushi at (808) 554-
3423.

Mahalo!!

Hawaii Association of the Blind Presents

The Waipi’o Walking Club

Let’s make 2025 about the year of moving more!

WHEN:

Every Monday

TIME:

Drop off by 2:30 pm

walk 3:00 pm to 5 pm, and pick up by5:30pm.

WHERE:

Patsy Mink Park.

Make Handi-Van arrangements for pick up and drop off at Central Oahu Regional Park. Jack

in the Box entrance first parking lot bathroom area.

WHAT:

One loop is about 0.75 miles. Earn a Handi-Van coupon every10 loops!



GOALS:

1. Increase your daily steps!
2. Be outside!
3. Socialize with friends!

4. Improve your cane skills!

Liability Disclaimer:
All participants are responsible for their own safety throughout

the event. Hawaii Association of the Blind shall not assume any liability resulting in injury or
death.

RSVP:

Let us know if you will come or if you have questions. Call or text Sherri Martinez at (808)561-
5968.

Hawaii Association of the Blind Presents

The Don Don Donki Kapolei Holo Holo Shoppers Event

Image Description: Entrance to the Don Don Donki store in Kapolei, Hawaii.

WHEN:

Monday, October 13, 2025



TIME:

4dpm to 7pm

WHERE:
Kamokila Blvd, Kapolei, HI, 96707

Handi-Van drop-off is the entrance of Don Don Donki.

Get your shop on with HAB’s Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialists. DonDon Donki in
Kapolei offers a large grocery store, a large selection of hot meals, and a large food court.

Participants can enjoy social interactions and opportunities to practice O&M skills.

WHY:
To provide a supported social gathering in a community setting to strengthen

shopping, communication and O&M skills.

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER

All participants are responsible for their own safety throughout the event. Hawaii Association of
the Blind shall not assume any liability resulting in injury or death.

RSVP:

Troy Kato COMS Email:
kato.troy@gmail.com
mailto:kato.troy@gmail.com

Phone: (310) 612-3163

Hawaii Association of the Blind Presents



The Windward Mall Holo Holo Shopping Event

When:

Sunday, October 19, 2025, 10am-1pm

Where:

Windward Mall, 46-056 Kamehameha Hwy

Handi-Van drop-off is in front of Big City Diner

Get your shop on with HAB’s Orientation & Mobility Instructors. Windward Mall offers an indoor
Farmers Market, Target, Ross, Macy’s and various small shops and eateries. Participants can
enjoy social interactions and opportunities to practice O&M Skills.

WHY:

To provide a supported social gathering in a community setting to strengthen shopping,
communication and O&M skills.

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER

All participants are responsible for their own safety throughout the event. Hawaii Association of
the Blind shall not assume any liability resulting in injury or death.

Please RSVP to Troy Kato, COMS

Email: kato.troy@gmail.comkato.troy@gmail.com



Phone: (310) 612-3163Screenshot 2024-06-23 at 4.54.54 PM.png

The Hawaii Association of the Blind and parents and youth

Invites you to a special STEAM event at UH Manoa, held during the 24th Annual Astronaut Lacy
Veach Day of Discovery a free, family-friendly event celebrating innovation, space science, and
hands-on discovery!

WHEN:

Sunday, October 19, 2025

TIME:

9:00 am - 12:00 pm

WHERE
Institute of Astronomy, UH Manoa
2680 Woodlawn Drive

Honolulu, HI 96822

RSVP:

Complete the Google form https://forms.gle/uF85jiJuk2ve6op46

Or Scan QR code to Google Form

Email: HABPAY808 @gmail.com or contact Hazelle (808)258-5081 or Leah (619)770-8856

The flyer features illustrations of space-related elements, including planets, a satellite, a rocket,
and an astronaut. The Earth is depicted in the top left corner, Saturn in the top right, and the



Moon in the bottom right. A red planet, Mars, is depicted in the bottom left corner, Saturn in
the top right, and the Moon in the bottom right, with a rocket nearby. The Sun is illustrated in
the bottom right corner.

Liability Disclaimer: All Participants are responsible for their own safety throughout the event.

Hawaii Association of the Blind shall not assume any liability resulting in injury or death.

Hawaii Association of the Blind presents

The HMart Kaka’ako Holo Holo Shoppers Event

Image Description: Entrance to the HMart in Kaka’ako

WHEN:

Saturday, November 15, 2025

TIME:

10amto 1pm

WHERE:
Keawe St, Honolulu, HI, 96813

Handi-Van pick-ups and drop-offs are at the entrance of HMart in Kaka’ako

Get your shop on with HAB'’s certified orientation & mobility (O&M) specialists. HMart in
Kaka’ako offers a grocery store and a large food court. Participants can enjoy social interactions
and opportunities to practice O&M skills.



WHY:

To provide a supported social gathering in a community setting to strengthen shopping,
communication and O&M skills.

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER

All participants are responsible for their own safety throughout the event. Hawaii Association of
the Blind shall not assume any liability resulting

in injury or death.

RSVP:
Troy Kato COMS Email: kato.troy@gmail.com
mailto:kato.troy@gmail.com

Phone: (310) 612-3163

DEAF SAFARI DAY

WHEN:

October 25, 2025

TIME:

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

WHERE:
Honolulu Zoo

151 Kapahulu Ave



Honolulu, HI 96706

Deaf Safari Day is a community event that brings together vendors, service providers, and
agencies that support the Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and Deaf-Blind

communities. Hosted at the Honolulu Zoo, the event provides a platform for organizations to
share valuable resources while fostering connection and accessibility.

Attendees can explore services, learn about communication access solutions, and engage with
the broader community in a fun and inclusive environment.

Organizer name:

Comprehensive Service Center for the Deaf, Hard of Hearing, or Deaf-Blind
Phone: (808) 369-0499

Email: admin@csc-hawaii.org

Organizer Website: https://www.csc-hawaii.org/csc-event/deaf-safari-day-2025/

Hawaii Association of the Blind Presents

HAB’s Annual Thanksmas Event

COST:
Adults: $22

Children 12 and under: $10

DATE:

November 29, 2025



TIME:

4:30 PM - 8:00 PM

WHERE:

801 South Street,

Honolulu, HI 96813

Get into the holiday spirit by joining the Hawaii Association of the Blind for their annual
Thanksmas event. Come mingle, eat good food, and enjoy live music while we give thanks.
There will also be a raffle to win some cool stuff. All monies raised will be donated to Maui
Strong.

Food served at 5:00p.m,

Provided by a Catered experience

Including Vegetarian Dishes

Entertainment begins at 5:00p.m

RSVP DEADLINE:

November 15, 2025

Contact:
Natalie: (808) 600-1193

or



Crata: (808) 723-0138

The flyer features illustrations of a decorated Christmas tree with a bright yellow star on top.
The tree is adorned with red, gold, and white ornaments of

various sizes, and small golden lights are scattered across its branches. The tree has a traditional
green appearance and stands on a circular white base,

with no visible background.

A cartoon-style turkey wearing a black Pilgrim hat with a yellow buckle. The turkey has large,
bright eyes and an orange beak

with a red wattle. Its tail feathers are fanned out behind it in shades of orange and brown,
creating a vibrant, symmetrical display.

Thanksmas is written in white on a brown ribbon

The Hawaii Association of the Blind

Hawaii Association of the Blind Presents

The December Cane Refresher

Image Description: White canes around a Christmas Tree

Hawaii Association of the Blind Presents
“White Cane Refresher at the Mele Kalikimaka Marketplace”

Join Certified Orientation & Mobility Specialists for a fun-filled training at a holiday shopping
event

WHEN:

Saturday, December 13, 2025



TIME:

10am-1pm

HERE:
Blaisdell Exhibition Hall
777 Ward Avenue,

Honolulu, HI

WEBSITE:

https://melekalikimakamarketplace.com/ps://melekalikimakamarketplace.com/

WHAT:

¢ Manage your white cane in crowded areas.

e Complete route patterns |, L, U and Z.

¢ Locate specific locations for gift shopping, entertainment and food options.
¢ Entry fees provided to participants.

¢ Shop for holiday gifts at over 250 vendor booths.

¢ Enjoy local entertainment and manage your white cane through it all.

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER

All participants are responsible for their own safety throughout the event. Hawaii Association of
the Blind shall

not assume any liability resulting in injury or death

Please RSVP to Amy Downard, COMS Email: adownard@gmail.com



mailto:adownard@gmail.com

Phone: (808)258-7525

HAB New T-Shirts

The Hawaii Association of the Blind has a beautiful new t-shirt and other merchandise to
purchase through Blind Girl Designs! HAB will receive $7 for every item purchased. The owner,
Tricia, is very excited about the new logo for the merchandise! Normally Tricia only has four
colors to choose from, but she is allowing HAB to have seven colors: forest green, Carolina blue,
charcoal gray, pink, orange, yellow, and red. The price listed is a flat rate and includes shipping!
The t-shirts are of excellent quality. She is also leaving HAB's logo on her website for one year.

Website:

https://blind-girl-designs.myshopify.com/collections/beautiful-hawaii

Just a note that Tricia sells more than t-shirts. There are also sweatshirts, hoodies, zip-hoodies,
tote bags, and more. We will share the link and contact information monthly for the next year.

Happy Shopping!

HAB Parent and Youth Spotlight: Skayboy Expresses Gratitude at the 15th
Annual After-School All-Stars Hawaii Gala

By David Ubaldo

Skayboy Sonis, currently a freshman in high school, had the pleasure of speaking at the 15th
Annual After-School All-Stars (ASAS) Hawaii Gala this year on August 22, 2025. ASAS has



programs at several middle and intermediate schools on Oahu and the Big Island of Hawaii. Its
goal is to reach students whose parents are working away from home during afterschool
hours. It’s during these hours that unsupervised students would need positive alternatives to
the negative influences that could mislead them and jeopardize their future.

At the gala Skayboy was able to share how the ASAS program helped him both personally and
academically as he faced challenges living with a rare congenital eye condition called Peters
Anomaly. Through ASAS tutoring, he improved his study and organizational skills. Socially
Skayboy grew through team competition and meeting new friends. He expressed his gratitude
towards ASAS for providing him opportunities to participate in team sports such as basketball
and football, as well as a basketball clinic promoted by the University of Hawaii at

Manoa. Skayboy also expressed his gratitude towards all the donors because of their support to
ASAS, allowing him to become an “All-Star” and overcoming his fears upon entering middle
school. Finally, Skayboy encouraged continued support for ASAS because he knew the
significant role it played in his life and felt other students would benefit from its various

programs.

Thank you Hawaii Association for the Blind for helping to encourage our youth to reach for the
stars and never stop dreaming.

Caption: Skayboy is standing at The Royal Hawaiian podium giving his




"N Skayboy wearing beautiful multicolored leis at the ceremony

Sparking the World of Imagination One Book at a time

By Lorenzo and Dennis Barry and Tony Akamine

The August 2025 book club was filled with some nice fantasy finds. Kam shared a greeting in
several different languages and his book to ignite the conversation. There was discussion about
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, and a prince who stole the eyes of a clock maker. Joseph
spoke about a book called “A sense of the World” by Jason Roberts that was about a blind
traveler. He found this fantasy theme to be fun and engaging and it was a delight to listen to
others share. Fantasy books filled the air. One of the highlights was listening to Lorenzo tell us
about his great find. Never a dull moment at the book club. Full of laughter, engaging
discussions, and fun times. We hope to see you at the next book club . Below here is Lorenzo
sharing his story.

Hi, my name is Lorenzo Barry. I’'m in 7th grade at Pearl City Highlands Intermediate School, and
for the August book club meeting at the Hawaii State Library for the Blind and Print Disabled, |
shared the book My Father’s Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett. The story is about a boy who goes
on a wild adventure to rescue a baby dragon being held on a faraway island. He’s really smart
and uses everyday objects, like chewing gum and lollipops, to outsmart animals that try to stop
him. I liked it so much that | listened to it more than once, and when | shared it at the meeting,
people told me they really enjoyed the way | told the story. Some even asked me for the title
again because they wanted to read it too, which made me feel excited and proud. Thank you to
the staff at the Library for the Blind. Can’t wait for the next book club adventure. See you soon.



Photo Caption: Lorenzo Barry sharing his book.



Photo Caption: Folks sitting at the table getting ready to share their August fantasy book finds.

Reflection of a Dolphin Quest Experience

Thank you Hawaii Association of the Blind for providing a wonderful experience for a family. The
Parent and Youth committee thanks you for your support.

We are so blessed to have experienced the Dolphin Quest encounter thanks to HAB-PAY! The
sensory rich activities were engaging and informative. My son

touched a variety of dolphin and whale models including skeletons and teeth. He also had the
amazing experience of being in the water with the dolphins!

My son was able to touch the dolphin while it swam next to us. He loved the varying sounds the
dolphin made from splashing in the water to its playful



clicking noises, feeling the dolphin’s various body parts from head to tail, as well as getting
splashed by it’s powerful tail. This was a priceless experience

my family and | will always remember!

From,

Jason, Allison, and Kayden




Photo Caption: Kayden and mom in the water smiling with other families enjoying their Dolphin
Quest experience

Skyline Cane Refresher

On September 13, 2025, Hawaii Association of the Blind put together a fabulous cane refresher!
The turnout of 23 participants is proof positive that there is a strong interest in learning and
using the rail. The rail can be used as an efficient type of public transportation or be used in
conjunction with the City and County Bus.

There are many pieces of information one should know prior to riding the rail. The most
important information is the location of the information button on the outside of each rail
station. Our group met and started at the Halawa/Aloha Stadium rail station. Everyone was
shown and informed of the information button, which is located on the wall to the right of the
12 turnstiles when facing the turnstiles (south).

After pressing the information button, an employee will immediately answer the call. Please
state your name and ask for assistance. An employee will meet you at the information button
and ask, “how would you like to be guided?”

The employee will assist you to get to the platform level and ask your destination. Then, the
employee will call to your destination to make sure an employee is waiting for you. You will be
guided to the exit, Handi-Van pick-up location, or bus stop location.

One participant of the cane refresher said, “he and his wife can ride the rail closer to family in
Waipahu and be picked up from the rail station instead of the family driving to town to pick
them up.”

Another participant said, “I learned a lot!”



The rail has many benefits: it’s always on-time, very clean, and helpful employees. There are
currently nine stops from Kapolei to Aloha Stadium. Generally, there is a concourse level, which
is a pedestrian bridge so that pedestrians safely cross busy roads above the road.

However, there is one major hiccup while riding the rail: riders have only 30 seconds to enter
and exit the railcars. During our event, participants did not have enough time to exit and had to
continue riding the rail to the next stop in order to backtrack.

To acquire more time to enter and depart, riders can contact customer service and request
more time by calling: (808) 848-5555.

There is also great news: Segment 2 of the rail will begin on October 16, 2025, and the starting
rail times have changed! The rail will open at 4:00 am and close at 10:30 pm!

If there are any questions, please contact Sherri Martinez at: (808) 561-5968.

Image description: Jeannie showing Lisa and Tammy Braille maps of the Skyline route from
Kapolei to Aloha Stadium.



Image description: Jeannie showing Ezra a Braille map of the Skyline stops.



Image description: A large crowd outside the Halawa rail station listening to information about
the rail system.

Meta Ray Ban and AIRA

By Ron Flormata

So you have the Meta Ray Ban smart glasses but you would like a professional visual interpreter
to walk you through to navigate indoor and outdoor spaces. Of course, you can always talk to a
volunteer running "Be My Eyes" on the Meta glasses. Just say, "Hey Meta, Be my eyes".

The other option is to call an AIRA agent. Easier than done because setting up is a little
complicated. Thus, it is best to follow the step by step instruction on how to go about the
process.

Below is a step-by-step instruction showing how to pair your glasses with the Aira Explorer app.

Step 1: Download the Meta Al App

Open the App Store or Google Play Store on your smartphone.



Search for Meta Al and download the app.

Tip: You can use Siri by saying, "Hey Siri, search for Meta Al app in the app store"

Step 2: Set Up Your Meta Al Account
Open the Meta Al app and tap Get Started.

Create your Meta Al account by linking your Facebook account and completing the sign-up
process.

Once your login details are saved, you're ready to begin.

Step 3: Allow Permissions and Pair Your Device
Follow the on-screen prompts to:

Allow Bluetooth access.

Select your Meta device to link.

Pair your Meta glasses:

Pull the tab on your glasses to activate pairing mode. Wait ~30 seconds for the LED light to turn
blue. Or press the button located at the back of the case for 8 seconds to turn on the blue light.

Tap Blue LED Turned On in the app.
Select Device Found and hit Connect.
Approve the Pair Request when prompted.

Note: If you've previously connected your glasses, you’ll see an Add Device button in the app
instead.

Step 4: Configure Network Settings and Updates

When prompted, allow Local Network Access.

Meta Al will connect over Wi-Fi and begin updating your glasses.
This process may take a few minutes.

Once the update is complete, you'll see a message: Your Glasses Are Up to Date. Tap Next.



Step 5: Enable Notifications and Learn the Basics

Turn on Notifications when prompted.

Complete the Learn Your Basics tutorial:

Take a photo.

Start and stop a recording.

Play music (or skip this step).

Follow all seven steps to familiarize yourself with the features.

Tap Next when you’re done.

Step 6: Share Data and Finalize Setup
Decide whether to share additional data when prompted.
Tap Done and allow the final notification prompt.

You'll be redirected to the Meta Al app home screen.

Step 7: Set Up Aira Integration
Before making Aira calls, ensure you have WhatsApp installed and set up on your device.
Link WhatsApp to your Meta glasses:

While your Meta glasses are connected, open the Meta View app (or go to your device settings
for the glasses).

Navigate to Communication settings.
Under the list of social media options, select WhatsApp.
Tap Connect, then follow the on-screen prompts.

You may receive a few WhatsApp notifications to verify and confirm the connection—tap Allow
when prompted.

Once complete, WhatsApp will be linked to your glasses.



Open the Aira app and go to Customize Your Call Button, located on the home screen next to
the “Call an Aira Agent” button.

Select Meta Glasses from the list.

If location permission is not set to always the app will prompt you to update your permissions
once you select Meta Glasses.

Step 8: Make Your First Call

Tap Make a Call at the bottom of the page to connect with a Visual Interpreter (VI).
The VI will send you a WhatsApp link, which should open automatically.

Tap Join Call in WhatsApp to connect.

Once the call is active, press the Capture Button on your glasses twice quickly to complete the
connection. The Capture button is located above the right temple.

If the video doesn’t connect on the first try, ask the Visual Interpreter to end the WhatsApp call.
Then, fully close out of the Meta Al app and relaunch it and have VI send you a new link.

If you're still having trouble connecting after restarting the app, try repairing the WhatsApp
connection. To do this, go to the device Settings, under communication disconnect Meta from
WhatsApp, then reconnect it and try again.

To end the video call, select "Leave call". Make sure you hang up to leave the call to stop
wasting AIRA minutes.

You're All Set! Enjoy using your Meta glasses with Aira for enhanced accessibility and seamless
communication.

LIABILITY DISCLAIMER

Any instructions provided in this article are applied at the users discretion. the Hawaii
Association of the Blind bears no responsibility for any problems relating to the provided
information..



Aira Support.

Phone:

US/CAN: 1-800-835-1934
UK: 44-800-046-5668
AUS: 61-800-765-096

NZ: 800-425-451

Text:

US/CAN: 1-858-242-4457
UK: 44-149-320-2472
AUS: 61-488-839-767
support@aira.io

WWW.aira.io

Spotlight on a Book : “ The Rice Tree Chronicles” from local author Earle Hotta

By Anthony Akamine and Carol Hotta

Here is some exciting news from the Maui Visually Impaired group also known as HAPVI. Earle
Hotta who is the husband of HAB member Carol Hotta had his first book The Rice Tree
Chronicles, part of a five-book series, recently put on audio and is available from the Library for
the Blind and Print disabled. The NLS book number is DBC31495. You can find it one more
article on BARD or by contacting The Library for the Blind (808) 733-8444.

The book contains many unusual stories from people around the world. As Earle believes,
“Everyone has a story to tell.”

The theme of the September book club was travel, Anthony shared this great audio book find.
The book contains short stories about traveling adventures around the world engaging with all



types of people, after that Rita went searching for the book and found it an easy read and quite
fascinating reading about the different places and traveling adventures.

Terri Lynn who also read The Rice Chronicles, found the book very captivating. She liked a
particular story about a baseball cap of multiple purposes. She would recommend it to anyone
to read. Thank you, Earle, for “ The Rice Chronicles” and mahalo to The Library for the Blind and
Print Disabled for helping to record this book and bringing it to life.

Why take ownership of your organization?

By Anonymous

People generally join organizations to accomplish collective goals, pursue economic interests,
and stay informed about important topics. Many join to achieve things as a group that they
couldn't alone, while others seek career advancement or community involvement.

Commitment in an organization builds trust and teamwork. When members take ownership of
their organization, they show reliability. This boosts morale and drives collective success. It's the
glue that holds teams together and helps achieve shared goals.

However, self-achievement alone is not the answer. You can have all the success in the world,
but without fulfillment... you’ll feel empty. True fulfillment isn’t found in what we get, it’s found
in what we give. We grow so we can contribute. We learn so we can share. We rise so we can lift
up others.

Don't let fear take control. Don’t let it be in charge. Your ability to handle it will expand. Each
time you face something outside your comfort zone, you’re presented with a choice. One can
expand and grow, or collapse and wait for someone else to take the lead. The challenge isn't
really the issue, but how you respond to it. And if you choose growth, you’ll gain a new skill,



new strength, and new abilities. Why not take the opportunity for growth? and challenge your
abilities and take ownership of your organization?

If you are ready to grow and explore new opportunities and gain new skills, go and join a
committee that suits your interests. A brief description of each committee along with contact
info for each committee chair is below.

DESCRIPTION OF HAB COMMITTEES

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Chair: James Gonsalves
(808) 312-0990

Co-Chair Sharon Ige

Membership also includes the following subcommittees:

A. Out-Reach
B. Library report

C. Terilyn Higashi-Akamine, Internal support

¢ The role of the Membership Committee is to introduce potential members during HAB general
monthly meetings.

e The committee strives to pair newly adopted members with a mentor to help them find their
niche within the organization.

¢ The committee assists new members by making them feel welcome and create a sense of
belonging within the organization.



* The committee also maintains outreach support

A. Membership, works toward promoting and educating HAB members on the organizations
core values of advocacy, equality, opportunity and community awareness.

if interested, call James Gonsalves.

B. Library Committee

e The HAB Library Committee members serve on the Libraries Advisory Board, which is
conducted quarterly by library staff.

¢ Board members are selected by LBPD's branch manager.

¢ HAB members on the advisory board will time-to-time report on news about services and
events that pertain to the library.

C. Internal Support

Sub-Committee Chair: Terilyn Higashi-Akamine

(808) 489-3265

¢ The role of Internal Support is to report on the passings of members, births, weddings,
receiving of awards and other news involving HAB members.

ADVOCACY COMMITTEE

Chair: Howard Lesser

(808) 227-8428

Co-Chair: Art Cabanilla



(808) 728-1554

¢ The Advocacy Committee keeps track of legislative bills being considered that will affect the
blind community.

¢ The committee reports during monthly HAB meetings on legislative bills that require
attention. They also lead discussions on whether the organization should take action.

e The committee works with its members with submitting written or verbal testimony during
Senate hearings on issues HAB is in support or against.

e The committee along with the help of HAB's members maintain relationships with Senators,
Representatives, and other government officials by sharing about HAB and its mission.

¢ The committee communicates with concerned members facing personal issues, and then
discusses on whether HAB should get involved.

if interested contact Howard Lesser or Art Cabanilla.

EVENTS COMMITTEE

Chair: Members are Assigned as needed.

The Events Committee coordinates activities outside of monthly meetings.

¢ Events include the Thanksmas and New Year’s celebrations, among other activities.

¢ The committee schedule smaller activities, such as karaoke parties, picnics, movie outings, etc.
Often will coordinate efforts with the PAY committee.

* HAB events are geared towards fostering a sense of community while also letting members
get to know one another.

¢ Tasks and duties include coordinating, planning, and managing the overall success of said
events.

¢ The chair encourages other members to participate in the planning and execution.



If interested in participating, contact Art Cabanilla at (808) 728-155. Or Anthony Akamine at:
(808) 372-2225..

PUBLICITY COMMITTEE

Chair: Natalie M. Barrett

(808) 600-1193

¢ The Publicity Committee works to spread the word on HAB special events and/or monthly
member events by radio, newspapers, social media etc.

¢ Such events include HAB's annual state convention, travel safety events, Holoholo shoppers,
cane refreshers and STEAM events among others.

¢ The committee is responsible for producing the monthly newsletter.

* Newsletter articles include member interviews, American Council of the Blind convention
reaction and reflections, technology, among others.

¢ The committee provides written reports on state or national changes and new things
happening within the blindness community.

e The committee shares about special activities HAB members have participated in, and how
HAB involvement made a difference in the lives of others.

if interested contact Natalie M. Barrett.

PARENTS AND YOUTH COMMITTEE

Chair: Anthony Akamine
(808) 372-2225
¢Co-Chair: Terilyn Higashi-Akamine

(808) 489-3265



*PAY provides support for Parents of Blind and low-vision youths.

¢ PAY plans and hosts virtually or in-person social and interactive events to engage and educate
blind keiki.

¢ PAY events are geared towards helping the development of appropriate social behavior and
independence for all blind youths in Hawaii.

they implement these skills by way of their STEAM activities.

if interested in working with parents of blind and low-vision children contact Anthony Akamine.

Gadgets and Gizmos (G&G) COMMITTEE

Chair: Ron Flormata

(808) 381-0291

¢ G&G will share about new and upcoming technologies for the blind.

¢ From time-to-time the committee may report on difficult or inaccessible technology for the
blind.

Occasionally, G&G will provide training on accessible devices designed for the blind.

if technology is your thing and you like to share and show your knowledge with other blind folks
then, give Ron a call at the above.

FUNDRAISER COMMITTEE

Chair: Vickie Kennedy

(808) -222-8862

ethe fundraising committee holds several fundraising events throughout the year. These
generally take place at the beginning of the new year between the months of April and June. It
will also occur during the months of October thru December.



ethe committee reviews various fundraising opportunity’s and selects the two best options that
will benefit the organization, while also being easy to execute.

eFunds raised is directed towards HAB’s support of various activities and projects.

eFundraising also offers opportunities for HAB to educate the general community and bring
greater awareness regarding the blind community.

eThose wishing to help to educate the public on blind awareness while also helping your
organization Should contact the fundraising chair..

If interested contact Vickie Kennedy.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE

Chair: Sherri Martinez

(808) 561-5968

¢ The scholarship committee is responsible for the marketing and public promotion of the
organization's scholarship fund.

¢ The committee is responsible for the receiving and reviewing of scholarship applications.

¢ The committee along with HAB's president determines the approval of applicants and the
dollar amount awarded.

¢ The committee keeps records of scholarships awarded. Such information may include but is
not limited to the names of scholarship recipients and the amount they received.

¢ The committee produces written records of each scholarship awarded and provides copies of
the paperwork for the treasurer's records.

CONTACT COMMITTEE

Chair: Sajja Koirala

(808) 255-2206



¢ The Contact Committee keeps track of and communicates with HAB members about
upcoming events and activities, in addition to the monthly meetings.

¢ The committee is responsible for maintaining the accuracy of members contact information.

¢ Works in direct communication with the membership committee and HAB's treasurer in
maintaining member data within ACB's AMMS database.

¢ The committee is responsible for calling or emailing contacting members about the monthly
meetings, as well as taking head counts for meetings and special events.

Get involved! Participating with a committee is a great way to meet other HAB members and
develop new and richer friendships.



